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By Marrton Dormish

I f you’re like me, you grew
up learning a sanitized
American history of an

“intrepid (European) explor-
er” who “sailed the ocean 
blue in 1492,” discovered an 
“untamed” new world, and 
claimed it for God and coun-
try. Of course, that left mil-
lions of indigenous people, 
hundreds of distinct commu-
nities and the resource-rich 
territory they inhabited as 
mere objects to be exploited 
and extracted from the land 
so that the benefits of “civili-
zation” could be fully realized.

White settlers of what we 
now call Massachusetts and 
Virginia adopted a similar 
narrative in the early 1600s.

Fast-forward two-and-a-half-
centuries to 1858, before the 
advent of the Colorado Terri-
tory, and it’s “next verse, 
same as the first.” Prospec-
tors with experience in the 
gold fields of Georgia and 
California helped discover 

placer depos-
its on Little
Dry Creek,
Ralston Creek
and Cherry
Creek. Within
one year,
nearly 100,000
fortune-seek-
ers flooded

what we now call the Front 
Range, ignoring the provi-
sions of the 1851 Treaty of 
Fort Laramie by, among oth-
er things, homesteading land 
that the Hinono’eino’ --- 
known more commonly as 
the Arapaho people --- called 
(and still call) “home.”

In 1860, the Arapaho and 
their epidemic-weakened 
Cheyenne allies numbered 
perhaps 10,000 people total.

In the late summer of 1864,
a company of volunteer set-
tler-militia of the 3rd Colora-
do Cavalry mustered and 
trained at Fort Chambers in 
nearby Boulder to rid Colora-
do territory of “hostile Indi-

ans.” A few months later, a 
prominent Christian minister-
turned-Colorado military 
commander named John 
Chivington ordered these and 
other cavalrymen to attack 
peaceful Cheyenne and Arap-
aho camps along a prominent 
bend of Big Sandy Creek in 
Eastern Colorado.

The result: soldiers mur-
dered more than 230 people 
— mostly women, children 
and the elderly. Survivors of 
the massacre at Sand Creek 
fled in the snow, some of 
them wounded, some on foot, 
some without warm clothing. 
They soon faced forced cor-
porate displacement from 
their Colorado homelands to 
reservations in Montana, 
Wyoming and Oklahoma, 
where most Arapaho and 
Cheyenne people live today.

This is not a pleasant story,
but stick with me, it gets 
worse.

My maternal great-grandfa-
ther Andrew Stengel escaped 

conscription into the army of 
Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1891 (or 
1892) by immigrating to east 
Boulder, where his half-broth-
ers had settled in the 1880s. 
Together, they farmed 62 
acres between Baseline and 
Arapahoe, within a few miles 
of where, one generation ear-
lier, Arapahos under the lead-
ership of Nawath (also known 
as “Niwot” or “Left Hand”) 
regularly camped. My grand-
father grew up on the family 
farm, and my mother and her 
family often visited the farm 
from their home on Arapahoe 
and Folsom. 

Today, other descendants 
of Andrew Stengel and I live 
on the Front Range, while the 
Hinono’eino’, as a community, 
does not. You likely can point 
to a similar story in your own 
family tree, whether it’s set in 
Colorado or another state.

Injustice sucks in general,
but it especially sucks when 
it’s literally close to home, or 
more precisely, when we 

embody it by living in our 
homes.

So, where does that leave 
us? 

When residents of Twisp, 
Wash., came to a similar real-
ization about their local histo-
ry, they chose, among other 
things, to acknowledge the 
injustices of the past and to 
get to know the indigenous 
people of their area. See the 
documentary “Two Rivers” to 
learn what this new kind of 
faith accomplished.

Our neighbors who live in
Denver, Boulder, Longmont 
and Lafayette have begun a 
similar journey by establish-
ing sister city relationships, 
issuing official proclamations, 
organizing celebrations of 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day and 
much more. It’s time Broom-
field joined them! 

Marrton Dormish serves as 
minister of community engage-
ment at The Refuge in Broom-
field. His email is marr-
ton@everydayepics.com.

Reflection on the October holiday
on faith

Martton 
Dormish

there are a number of 
options available. Boulder 
Gardening Meetup has 226 
members. The individual 
who started the group is 
“looking for other gardeners 
who would like to help start 
a non-profit with the goal of 
raising funds for and aware-
ness of community garden-
ing projects”. Their next 
gathering is at the Boulder 
Library on Oct. 30: meet-
up.com/Boulder-Gardening-
Meetup

Also on Meetup.com, 
Shelly’s Garden Center has 
regular get-togethers for “all 
garden lovers, whether 
experts or novices.” Looks 
like we just missed a Boos 
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I f you are an avid garden-
er, then the winter dol-
drums may have come a

bit sooner this year. I know 
they did at my house. The 
freeze last week was not 
abnormally early, but it 
knocked out all of my vege-
tables, herbs, annuals and 
most of the perennial flow-
ers. Looking out at my back-
yard, the landscape looks 
wilted, freeze-dried and 
downright sad.

We grow mustard spinach

regularly in the basement. 
It’s great to have a fresh let-
tuce alternative to eat 
throughout the winter, but it 
does lack the beauty, color 
and appeal that my outdoor 
plants possessed. Don’t get 
me wrong. I’m a big advo-
cate for growing plants 
indoors. There are many 
wonderful options — some 
that will even bloom. 

But, an awesome way to 
beat those doldrums and 
boost our moods is to gather 
with other gardeners and 
learn. Do you belong to a 

Garden groups
people and plants

gardening club? If not, may-
be check out some of the 

local opportunities.
Looking on Meetup.com,
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Joyce Crispin, left, and Linda English, members of the garden 
club “Hoes and Hope” tend to roses in Longmont’s Roosevelt Park 
in 2015.
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