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By Marrton Dormish

W hen my wife breaks
out her flower
watering pot and

starts asking me to fix things 
around the house I know it’s 
about time for Pentecost, that 
private-dinner-turned-Holy-
Fire-alarm-turned-proto-Unit-
ed-Nations-assembly that 
prompted early followers of 
Jesus to seem drunk before 9 
a.m. Spurred by their encoun-
ter, Jesus’ disciples sold their 
property and possessions for 
distribution “as anyone had 
need,” as the Book of Acts 
puts it.

The phrase “as anyone had
need” reminds me of the 
many Broomfield non-profits, 
government agencies, coali-
tions, advisory councils, faith 
communities and everyday 
residents who regularly help 
their neighbors. Of course, 
we as a community have 
many different “needs,” but 
our biggest need is for afford-
able housing. 

My colleagues at local ser-
vice agencies and I have long 
noted the growing number of 
people seeking help with 
housing deposits and repairs 
and avoiding eviction. We rou-
tinely point (export?) those 
seeking immediate, tempo-
rary housing to Boulder and 
Denver, but for all the good 
those shelters do, more and 
more people, it seems, are 
choosing to stay in their vehi-
cles or on the street. 

Among them are entrepre-
neurs and veterans, retirees 
and survivors of domestic vio-
lence, and engineers. There’s 
also no telling at this point 
how many of our neighbors 
find themselves “doubled or 
tripled up” with friends or 
family.

It’s no wonder that two of 
the 15 priorities approved by 
Broomfield’s city council ear-

lier this year
are to “Quanti-
fy and provide
resources for
mental health
issues, opioid
addiction and
homeless-
ness” and to
“Expand

housing opportunities.” 
Since 2010, housing prices

have nearly doubled in some 
parts of the Front Range, as 
the Enterprise reported last 
month. New construction in 
Broomfield continues to lean 
heavily toward high-end prop-
erties. High fair market rents 
and low rental vacancy rates 
make it difficult for many to 
make their homes in Broom-
field. At the same time, the 
2,800 or so Broomfield resi-
dents who live under the fed-
eral poverty threshold and 
those living on fixed incomes 
find it difficult to stay.

No magic metric or infusion
of federal Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds is 
going to make all these reali-
ties disappear, because our 
housing crisis isn’t simply a 
math problem. Every person 
suffering from housing insta-
bility has a face, a name, a sto-
ry and a unique set of circum-
stances that requires all kinds 
of support.

The inevitable questions of
organizing, funding, staffing, 
and companioning leave us, 
like those early disciples of 
Jesus, in an “upper room” 
waiting for inspiration. 
Tongues of fire, come, help us 
collaboratively, compassion-
ately and creatively nurture a 
better Broomfield full of hous-
ing opportunities for all who 
would call our community 
“home.”

Martton Dormish is minister 
of community outreach at The 
Refuge in Broomfield.

Housing instability 
is personal, real 

on faith

Marrton 
Dormish

Call Boulder’s most experienced
vein specialists to schedule your
Free Leg Screening! ($125 value)
1 day only
April 27 | 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. | Boulder

303.449.8346 | SPACE IS LIMITED

Tell Your Varicose Veins
to Take a Hike.
Choose Great Doctors!

Schedule your Free Leg Screening! ($125 value)
3 days only

June 12, 21 & 26 | 8am to 5pm

Space is limited so call303.449.8346 now
Anderson Medical Center

4743 Arapahoe Ave. Suite 102, Boulder

Richard J. Fox,MD, FACS
Akin Beckley,MD, PHD, FACS
Trisha Quon, PA-C

www.BoulderVeins.com

Advertise your garage or yard sale
with FrontRangeClassifieds.com

• 10-line, 4-day ad
• Online ad
• Garage Sale Kit complete
with signs, stickers & markers

• Choose your community

AD PACKAGE INCLUDES:

ONLY
$25

PLACE YOUR AD

Call by 12 noon Tuesday for publication in Colorado Hometown Weekly and Broomfield Enterprise;
call by 2 p.m. the day prior for publication in Daily Camera, Colorado Daily, Times-Call or Reporter-Herald.

303.466.3636 Boulder/Broomfield/Longmont

970.635.3650 Loveland/Northern Colorado

or visit FrontRangeClassifieds.com
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