
A modern retelling of the well-known and seemingly 
impossible story of The Little Engine That Could



“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom 
of heaven is theirs.” - Jesus, in Matthew 5:3

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no 
feet on earth but yours. ”  

- St. Teresa of Avila

“If you want to know what a person believes, 
watch what they do” - Brennan Manning 

*Note: The first names in the following story have been changed 
to preserve confidentiality.   



“The Refuge is a special 
place where God and 
people truly become 

safe.”
                     - Alex* 

Chug. Chug. Chug. Puff. Puff. Puff. Seven 
years ago, a little mission called The Refuge 
was formed. Born from a dream of an 
inclusive, creative, safe, healing, practicing 
faith community where the last would be first, 
where the hurting and hungry would find 
sustenance and healing, and where people 
living in the shadow of death would find life.
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From the beginning, big shiny trains 
have passed us by.  Although we’ve 
always been low on resources, we have 
slowly chugged along, taking time to 
stop and to pick up strangers-we-call-
friends on the side of the road.
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“The Refuge has been 
a great community 
and support in the 

most hardest things 
in my life.”

                     - Lisa



“The Refuge has been a lifesaver to 
me and my children.  They have 

helped me and continue to help me 
realize that I matter, that I am 
worth it, and that I can do it!” 

- Tricia, single mom of 4

But everywhere we go, we see more and 
more people in need--like single parents 
with no safety nets.  They long for 
community, connection, advocacy and 
support for themselves and their 
children. 
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We see friends trying to get sober from 
addictions to things like drugs, alcohol, 
porn, codependency.  They are desperate 
for a place to feel less alone in the 
struggle. 
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“The Refuge is a place I 
can go and just forget I’m 

an addict for an hour 
or two.”   

- Janice, sober after 30 
year cocaine addiction



We meet people who had painful church 
experiences that make them allergic to 
organized religion, but who long for 
community and connection with God’s 
people.  They wonder if there’s a faith 
community that’s safe enough for them. 
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“The Refuge has saved 
church for me! I was so 

in need of a place I could 
process questions that 

seem to have no answer.” 
- Sam



We see women and other marginalized 
friends who have been told they can’t 
lead because of their gender or lack of 
perceived power. They have a deep 
desire to freely use their gifts and 
passions for the kingdom of God. 
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"I see men and women working 
together equally both behind 

the scenes and ‘up front’. 
Everyone's voice and leadership 
counts. That's really important 

to me.” - Miranda



We see people passionate about social 
justice, advocacy, and community 
development who want to engage with 
people directly, not just sit in a pew 
every week and listen to someone talk.  
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“It’s been amazing to find 
a group of individuals 
who really want to live 

out Jesus’ instructions to 
love God and others.” 

- Beth



We welcome widows, orphans, the 
lonely, and forgotten who live alone and 
long for a hug, a smile, a purpose, a 
family, place to go where everybody 
knows their name.   
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“Sometimes I just 
come for the hugs!”

- Conrad



We know friends with empty 
refrigerators and hard choices.  “Do I 
buy gas or food or pay electric bills this 
month?” Having a safe place to pick up 
some extra groceries for themselves or  
or neighbors helps make ends meet. 
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“It’s awesome to be able 
to get things that I 

really need that I can’t 
get somewhere else.” 

- Jill 



We partner with local government 
agencies, nonprofits, clergy, and 
professional counselors to meet needs.  
They dream about how a fully 
resourced, supportive and aware 
community could support their clients. 
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“I send clients to the Refuge because it's 
the real deal: a true community that's safe 
enough to hold their pain, messy enough to 

provide opportunities for growth, and 
humble enough to value the contribution of 

every one of its members.”
- a local therapist



We meet men and women and children 
who have had their dignity stripped 
because of poverty or abuse or both.  
They wonder if they are loved and 
valued by God.   
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“Hearing the voices of 
others, their hearts, 

wisdom, stories, and love 
has helped restore my 

own dignity as a child of 
God.” - Marshall



We see people who have all kinds of 
passion and creativity inside of them 
and need a place to express themselves 
through words, art, music, and creating 
beauty.    
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“Before, my creative side 
wasn’t always welcomed. 

Here, I’ve had so many ways 
to engage in worship and 

artistic expression.” - Jane



This little mission loves what it does, 
but it needs some more fuel to make the 
next big hill. We need a new, stable 
space that enables us to continue and 
enhance our call and heart--to be a light 
in dark places, to be a “refuge.”
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We think we can. We think 
we can. We know God can.

We think we can. We think we can. We 
know God can. We are ready and 
excited for this next chapter in our story. 
We’d love for you to help us help others 
as we keep chugging along.  We can’t 
do it without you.  
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We value:

· Hospitality—We welcome people regardless of their past or present 
circumstances.

· Healing—We provide a safe place for wounded people and help cultivate their 
personal and spiritual growth.

· Celebration—We recognize important milestones in each others’ lives.

· Equality—As people made in the image of God, we value each others’ voices 
and make mutual contributions to each others’ lives.

· Advocacy—We help provide for those in need and speak for change in the world 
around us.

· Collaboration—We partner with other faith communities, non-profits and 
government agencies to serve our neighbors in need.

· Learning—We recognize we don’t have all the answers, even as we pursue 
them.

· Love—It binds all of our differences together.

facebook.com/pages/the-refuge       therefugeco@gmail.com       therefugeonline.org

The Refuge is a welcoming mission center and Christian community in 
Broomfield, Colorado dedicated to helping people find faith, hope, and dignity 
alongside each other.

“There are a lot of amazing ministries and organizations in our community.  However, there are still a 
number of significant gaps.  This new facility will allow The Refuge to fill some of them!” 

- A local pastor and community organizer 


